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.. OAR ELSE! Competitors
give it their all during
yesterday's Dragon Boat

By JACLYN AITZGERALD

Boaters from across the country
and throughout Canada made quite a
splash yesterday at the Charles River
in celebration of the 28th Annual
Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival.

“It's one of the largest in the country
and it’s actually one of the first in the
country and I think the fact that it's
celebrating its 28th anniversary is a
big deal,” said Boston Children’s Mu-

seum spokesman Rick Stockwood.

:'vw

races on the Charles. -r-» = et 4T

The Metro Dragons of New York
paddled their way to victory in the
overall competition, while the Dragon
Boat Club of Boston got the local nod.

The festival is held in honor of the
late Qu Yuan, a political leader and
China’s first notable poet. It is cele-
brated annually on the fifth day of the
fifth moon on the lunar calendar.
Boaters competed in four categories
and spectators enjoyed traditional
Chinese and Japanese music, dance
and food.
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